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Michael O'Hanlon: A Challenge for Female Marines

The grueling Infantry Officer Course was too much for the women who volunteered.
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By MICHAEL O'HANLON

in recent years they have flown military transport planes from continent to
continent, launched and landed combat jets on aircraft carriers, steered helicopters > Sas
through the mountain passes of the Hindu Kush, shepherded supply trucks up and o E

down the highways of Iraq and Afghanistan, and connected with Afghans and Iraqis L
in ways that male Gls never could. America's women warriors are an extraordinary

lot. i
Women make up about 15% of the U.S. military and have suffered more than 100 A NAL I l ICS

combat fatalities over the past decade. Yet many military positions are still not open

to them—from special-forces commandos to front-line Amy and Marine Corps Whether your revenues are
infantry, to Navy billets on certain ships where berthing members of both sexes is $] million or 5100 bi“ion,
logistically challenging. While 99% of active-duty Air Force positions and 88% of big data is your biggest asset.
Navy billets aren't restricted according to gender, the share is closer to 67% in the :
Army and Marine Corps. Get insights on how analytics helps you:
v Identify opportunities.

Do the remaining restrictions result v Reduce risk.

from sound judgment, an anachronistic v Forecast demand.

form of chivalry, or closed-minded ¥ Grow your business.

machismo? Top military officers are

night now trying to answer that CLICK FOR SPECIAL REPORT

question—and perhaps no one has a
greater challenge than Gen. James
Amos, commandant of the Marine
Corps.

A U.S. Marine and members of the U.S. Navy

5‘:::‘318' Corps n Helmand provincs, ABRSNSEN.  pecause of the Marines' infantry focus
("every Marine a rifieman,” the adage
goes), and perhaps their culture also,

women make up less than 7% of the Corps. They aren't aliowed into most military

occupational specialties that could bring them into close contact with the enemy.

To inform his judgment, Gen. Amos this year initiated a trial, inviting women to
participate in the Marines' fabled infantry Officer Course—the intense crucible in
which, for 35 years, the Marine Corps has prepared ifs future infantry platoon
leaders for the most personal and old-fashioned kind of combat still conducted by
the American armed forces.

At Gen. Amos's invitation, | have observed a number of Infantry Officer Course
training activities at the Marine Corps base in Quantico, Va., over the past six
months—first when men alone were in the course, and then when two women
joined 107 men in the latest class, starting in September. (They were the only two Don't Miss

Powered by Taboola

S g SUry & 9
¥ p—

Page 1 of 2 11/13/2012



Page 2 of 2 11/13/2012





